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Gerry for Reformation. When he'* 
* had continued all Night in Prayer, he calld 
his Diſciples, and choſe Twelve, and nam d them 
Apoſtles. And as his whole Life and Con- 
ver lation was a Pattern to them for their Be- 
haviour in the Work; ſoit appears to have 
been the moſt particular Care, and Buſineſs 
of his Life, to inſtru, animate and encou- 
rage his Apoſtles, to go on with this Work, D 
as: ee Buſineſs of their s. 

H E ſcarce ever diſcours'd publickly, or 
privately, to them, but with this View, and 
the greateſt; Part of the Goſpel: Narrative 
turns upon this: His Parables are full of it, 
his Miracles, his Promiſes ſtill were di- 
rected to this, that they might with con- 
ſummate Wiſdom, with unquenchable 
Zeal, and unfainting Perſeverance purſue 

this Work. 

Tus Power that he gave them over 
Devils, and to heal Diſeaſes, was, wa 

they might preach the Kingdom of God. 
Tais whole Chapter has this main 
Scope. The Phariſees and Scribes had been 
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very” infulthrful in this! Work: 7 
Ens er Heart ber their! Reputation, 
Power, and Wealth. Jeſus therefore urges 
his Apoſtles to all Purity and Sincerity, as 
thoſe that knew and conſidered that all 
Things are open to God, and ſhall be 
xposd before all the World, T in the final 
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udgments: And ſince they muſt run great 
azards, their Lives be always in Danger, 
and in the End laid down in this Work, 
he balances their Fear by the Neceſſity that 
he lays on them; by the Awes of God's ab- 
ſolute: Power of Life and Death and all Fu- 
turity. He aſſures them of the kind and 
vigilant Providence of God over all em- 
ploy'd in this Work; and that they muſt 
never ſee his Face, or ſtand before the Son 
of Man, nor be own'd by him beſore God 
and Angels, if they did not acquit them- 
ſelves with Courage and Reſolution, in the 
Face of all oppoſing Powers; and that in 
all their Conflicts with eccleftaſtical and 
civil Powers, the Holy Ghoſt ſhou'd teach 
them what to ſay, and give ſuch a gpirir 
and Wiſdom as ſhou'd be irreſiſtible. ' © 
WII Feſusis intent on this Inſtructi- 
on, he is interrupted, by one, whoſe Heart 
was full of a worldly Diſappointment, 
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KA pstheyel find themſelves as much 
miſtaken, who conclude, that becauſe 
Chkriſt wou'd not take a civil Oſce, thereb 
fore no Chriſtian may either become 
15 Magiſtrate, or be aiding and aſſiſting to 
* thecivil Magiſtrate to keep the Peace, and 
bring Offenders, againſt the Law, to de- 
WAuEARASs Religion and Law are. 
= the moſt Friendly, and Harmonious Things 
. in the World. Whatever the Law pre- 
1 ſcribes to the outward Man, Religion 
writes in the Heart; and ſorbids the 
Thought afar off, that conceives any Im- 
morality, or Impiety. It urgeth the Ma- 
giſtrate to his Duty, and tie Subject to 
udy every Thing that is Juſt and Honeſt, 
and Profitable to So CET. 
TRE Quezryof the Text, Who made me 
@ Judge, or a Divider over you? Is by no 
Means unfriendly to the Rights and Pro- 
perties of Men; it puts no Slight upon 
their important Affairs, and valuable In- 
tereſts; it don't leave the Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion to lawleſs Violence, Encroachmentsz 
and Uſurpations, on their natural or ac- 
uir'd Rights, but only points out the true 
Limits between the civil Judicature, and 
the prophetick Office; the civil Law, and 
the Principles and Obligations of Religion. 
j — _ Chriſt and his Apoſtles were zealouſly en- 
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The Knowledge of the Truths of Religion, 

is the moſt powerful Spring of true Re- 

. Ibeſe one are not to be 

propagated by any Force, but that of 

Inſtruction, Conviction of the Mind, 
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:CHR I9T was intent upon this, goin 
about teaching all that came to him, — 
poſing and condemning all Kinds of Evil, 
do that Jas declar'd of him, that he lai 
rhe As: to the Root, urging them by the 
Terrors of a final Extirpation, if 1 
not immediately repent and reform. | 
E RN Soren Phe ee 55 
leng'd him. thou theſe 
Things, and who gave thee this Authority 5 
Now ſo far was he from deſtroying civil 
Authority that he was willing to emer into 
the Diſculon of that Point, if they had 
been in any Diſpoſition to debate it fairly. 
H e doth not except to the Propriety of 
pa Queſtion, but retorts it on them. con« 
cerning the Miniſtry of whoſe evi- 
ſpiſed, and who 
were therefore unworthy of an Anſwer, 
which, right, or wrong, thoſe Hypocrites 
would flig t and reject. Aſter all, we ſhall 
| ren Pain for our SOGCiETIES 
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Tun Reaſons of it are / plain, the 
Query takes it to be ſelf evident upon an 
ordinary Attention, and we are well aware 
of it. The Manner of Compellation ſeems 
not to be without Deſign, Mas who made 
me, & c. Art thou a Man, and canſt chou 
XP dee r 1 2 Lee I have no Au- 
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Rank, Station, and Office? | - 
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AND therefore this Queſtion was. fit to 


Latisfy this Perſon, . and engage him to at- 


tend to it, as a uſeful Hint for his own Di- 
rection, not to be co forward and enter 
prizing in any Affair. 

IT was not in Contempt od: Anger, 
but in great Propriety to convince him by 
this Anfwer, that his Expectations were 
not well grounded, - Jeſs indeed, doth not 


Impertinence forfeited this Tenderneſs, and 
wou'd not admit of a Commendation, but 
deſery'd Reproof: But this ſhall be Gentle, 
and Wiſe, and diſpoſe him to Calmneſs, 


and (Conſideration, - which might prevent 
Traſh, and precipitate Proceedings, and be 
2 greater Benefit than his Part of the In- 


heritance. For our Underſtandings are not 
ſo clear that we can immediately ſee all the 
Circumſtances of Things, by which we 
ſhou'd form a Jud Smear, and order our 
Actions. 
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18 * think it 8 © 77, _ 
to meer Will and Power, where there is 
no Right of Juriſdiction; nor will even 
| Injuries done give every Man a Ri ht 
to correct the Injurious; however, 
might ſtand: in a State of Nature before _ 
divine, or eivil Conſtitutions: There indeed 
it ſeems to be a common Right and In- 
tereſt to reſtrain and ſuppreſs all Unrighe 
teouſneſs, and even to exterminate outra- 
geous and incorrigible Wickedneſs, and to : 
treat the violent and unruly More. ferarum, - 
and to give no Law to Serpents, or aun | 
that act by none. 5 
+ Bu r when divine, or 1 and civil | 
Conflitutions are once ſettled, we muſt, 
even in Things of Right, act under them, 
and neither avenge our ſelves, or others, 
but as the Laws of the 8 0 01 N Y per- | 
mit, or direct us. . 
Tx injurious 1/raelite bad a Ri 
ask Moſes, + Who made thee a Prince, or jo 
udge over us? as good as Moſes had to asl 
Wherefore ſmiteſt thou thy Fellow ? Only 
he wou'd not take an Anſwer, * For Moſes 
7 2 his OP wou'd have known that | 
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is no Cauſe whereby ve may green 40 
count of Fele drein quel Town 
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roar, pots 5 the Rioters to ene 
Makters in a la wi Aſſembly. . . 
If our Lord had intermeddled in thy 
Matter requir'd, the Jews woud imme- 
diately habe taken the Advantage, eiher 
at their own "Gourjelly e Ran Tri. 
bunal. 152506 3.1 . EIN 
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Authority IT be the Rule of our Ex. 
pectations from others : That is, we muſt 
conſider What is to be allow'd as | 
tent and ſuffieient Authority, for a 
ſons acting towards other Men. 
WE maſt expect and be ready e | 
this Query, when we require, or perform 
ſuch e What 'Conftirution doth 
| warrant-Men ſo to act? n 
Now this will make it appear that 
Civiſt did not by this diſcharge his Diſci- 
ples from all Regard to the Actions and 
Behaviour of others; but only regulate 
them by ſuch Conſtitutions, Authority and 
| omen n 17 caſt und br. 5 
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This wut fi if Wee Settlement, ſome 
rightful Conffitütton; there muſt be ſome 


| - Sourceand Fountain of Juſtice, ſome Po. 
er that is Originab and Supream, that im- 
mediately and direckly gives a Character, 


and Authority for JuriliRtion over others; 


and witliout this, we can have nothing to 


Compliance, and Re Cars of other Men. 


do to controul the Will, ſtop the Courſe, 
or cenſure the Actions, or conſtrain the 


Without this we canſſot call them to ac- 


count, or pain them when oy" have 


done amiſs. 

Nor nrx can be plata chan this 
Aſſertion of a Conſtitution and Judicature, 
under which proper Perſons are to act for 
the Peace and good Order of every” 8 0 0 1 


E, City, or Kingdom. 


So MR Conſtitution thus ſuppos 4 * 
may enquire what that Conftremtiva is that 


will be ſufficient Authority. | B 


I T muſt be either Divine, ge Human: 
The Law of Nature, or expreſs Revelati- 


on from God, or the Compacts and Agr 


ments enter'd i into by Men. 

| Go may in what Way he plesſeth, . 
in Right of his ſupream Dominion, ſertle 
any Government in any Nation of the 


Earth, and ſet their Bounds and Limits; 


give them Statutes and Judgments, Judges, 
or A, and mix their Character with 


| that 
\ 
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him tothe k . — or give om 
the Power torelax, or mitigate according to 


war Diſcretion upon all the Circumſtances 
Actions. 


In ſuch Settlements all Perſons have. 
heir Office, and Rank, and Service ap. 
pointed, and act with Authority within the 
3ounds of ſuch an Appointment. 
UxDs x. this Settlement the Bleſſed. 
Feſus the Son of God was ſent by the Fa- 
cher, not for civil Juriſdiction, but as a 
Prophet to ſave his People from their Sins, 
and tho“ he was anointed King jer his 
Kingdom was not of this World. - Ix was wy 
to reveal, explain, and aſcertain the grea 

Truths of Religi 


on, to reform all Cog | 
eruptions of it, to ſettle the ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip of God who j is a Spirit; and by his 
Example, Precepts and Promiſes to form 
the Minds of Men to univerſal Righteouſ- 

neſs and n to 1 Virtue ans 
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Duty towards God and Man, and the Per- 
fection and Happineſs of their oαõẽn Nature. 
So he built and ſettled his Church in the 
World; he lov'd it, and gave Himſelf for it 
to redeem it from all Iniquity, and to purify to 
 himfelf a peculiar People zealous of good Works : 
But he left no coercive Powers, but what 
were purely Spiritual, with the appointed 
Miniſters of his Religion, and in no other 
Way reſented Refuſals, or puniſtd the Diſ- 
obedience, or Apoſtacy of thoſe that pro- 
feſs'd Submiſſion ; he will have only a will- 
ing People without any Conſtraints, but 
thoſe of Reaſon and Love, and the Awes and 
Dread of a divine Vengeance and future 
Judgment. W N 
TEE Deſpiſers of Moſess Law died 
without Mercy under two or three Witneſ⸗- 
ſes; and one wou d be apt to think that they 
ſhou'd bedeem'd worthy to ſuffer a ſorer pre- 
ſent Puniſhment, that ſhould diſobey the Son 
of God, tread him under Foot, and count the 
Blood of the Covenant, where with they 
were ſanctified, an unholy Thing, and 
do Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace: Let all 
this is turn'd another Way. Tis not tem- 
poral Death, or Fines and Impriſonment, 
but a Vengeance from God: He takes it into 
his own Hand, for faith the Apoſtle, We 
know him that hath ſaid Vengeance is mine, 
will recompence ſaith the Lord. And again, 
The Lord (hall judge his People, and it is a fears 


ful 


7 
— — 
- . 


a * 
„ | , tle. x as N N 
* "Y "Ty 11 4 ＋ 
n « 3 N ok os 3 r 9 77 
I | 
2 - v "Br HEE. : — 
Fe , « „ W's P 
# . = 
=_ 
= + 1 
" * A M4 
— Fr 5 
. . 
£ 
83 * 0 
s 
5 o - ö . A 
* 
— 
* 


5 nen p l into n of ho tina 
jus All our Expectations therefore 8 
Chriſtians muſt 4 e to this Settle- 
| er ft 
Bur is there now no other Conſtituti- 
on but this, or doth a profeſſed Submiſſion 
to this, diſſolve every "ther Conſtitution ? 
No, by no Means. 
Tux Goſpel meddled not with any 
civil — the World, but leſt Men 
to abide in CE State wherein they were 
1 T did not unhinge any ne 
Ir teaches Men a due Regard to thoſe Con- 
ſtitutions, that all Parts of the World are 
fallen into, by the Diſpoſal of Providence 
N the Conſent, Agreements and Aſ- 
ociation of Men; and teacheth all its Pro · 
feſſors to be ff ubmiſſive and obedient, * To - 
it themſelves to every Ordinance of Men, 
+ + wy to the Ring as Supream ; or unto. Go- 
| wernours, as thoſe 845 are ſent by him for the 
Puniſbment of evil Doers, and the Praiſe of them 
that do well. There are theſe great and high 
Ends of Providence to be ſerv'd by all theſe 
Orders in the World, and we are a Part of 
theſe 8So CIE T1 Es ſo conſtituted, where- 
ever God We. us, and muſt pray for 
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lake * 
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*. 48h 5 and in every Inſtances prove” - 

eful Members of 80 &'tuTYy, 
uſing all peaceable Endeavours to F 
and wholfome Laws and Offers to re- 


1 40 the Commy give all faith- 


tity, and 
Affiſtance in dur Power,” 0 the Exe- 


cution of thoſe Laws. 


FT Judge now conſtituted, and the 
Raton ſettled, by the "— SE | 
Se empower ev air to a 
crigench V of the 2 — We 
evide irtuous, 2 w 
and to be expected that Se 

* think on ſuch Thi 

AN p therefore, it = 

that the Members of the — 
ſhou'd Confer and Conſult, and enter i 
Soctztr xs to ſock Furp * ©Þ 
is the very Law of Nature. A 


"6.4 


formed for Solitude, but Feen; Ye ok 
Similitude of Nature endeats us, a 


mon Intereft obligeth us, and the Dee 


of our Powers, to be reliev'd only b 
Union and Combination poinrs as'm 


to the Obligations to help each other, as | 


the Joints in ger bo 
ere 


ſhow the 
t. * He 
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a lf 


* Eph. iv, 16. 


vbole 


a. l 215 ind 
Sieuation Bon be. The po * each a 


e Pop ther were beoughe coal 


3 is therefore no Want of Au- | 
thority for- this, abe 


moſt juſt and reafnadle, 
AG Alx the Penalties: fwd 8 yk 
Settlements are no Diſcharge 
pectation of our —— to promote 
the Rxecution of the Laws. 
Ir indeed it had been declared: the Witt 


of See that the Actions of 
Nen ſhould entirely be refered to a future 

po ere yy gment, and not be ble at any 
Tribunal, the Chriſtian muſt have 
been concluded 48 by it, and have had no 
other Means of Reformation, than the Diſ- 
ba of the Truths of Religion: But this 
* a N n and "I 


— 


1 Cal. l. 19. 
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(2a) 
mies of » Chriſtianity: have no ſuch: Ad- 
vantage againſt it. 
T'H x Scribes and Phoviſees fought. this 
Qccafion to accuſe. Chriſt, when they 
| brought the Adulterous Woman before 
him; thinking his Tenderneſs to Publicans 
and Sinners — have induc'd him to 
cancel an Expreſs penal Law of Moſes. 
HE wikly = himſelf of the Snare, 
and would not take upon him either to ex? 
ecute, or annul the Law, but diſmiſſeth the 
Woman with a ſolemn Warning to Sin no 
more; and when he had ſhown: bow. unkit 
it was for their guilty ſelves, to carry 
Matters to utmoſt Rigors, he leaves the 
civil Conſtitution in the State in Which he 
found it; and doth not diſallow. Shad Zeal, 
but expoſe their Hypocriſy. ; ;-/ ++: 4/134 
HE hath indeed given new Laws of 
Patience and Forbearance, has ſorbidden 
private Revenge, and, ſtrong Reſentments 
of tolerable Injuties, while, there is any 
Hope of over- coming Evil With Good: 
This is no more than to do ſor others what 
our ſelves need from the: great Judgs ofall 
the Earth. 0 620 
HE hath obliged” us to an Imitation 
of God, to love Our Enemies, and not to 
render Evil for Evil 3 but this is only to 
ſhow an inward and ſincere Charity, even 


69 { to 


„ 

to the Unjuft, and the Evil, That we may 
be perfect, as our Father in Heaven is re 
and ſhow our ſelves Superior to all Provo- 
cations; and ſatisfy'd with the glorious 
Rewards, promis'd to ſuch exalted Vir- 
tue, and ſo near an Imitation of the 
„„ Ota EAR be®- 15/23, 
TAE Chriſtian Spirit never breathes 
Revenge, it ſeeks the Converſion even 
of Enemies. But doth it therefore take the 
Rod out of the Parents Hand, or doth it 
beat the Sword of the Magiſtrate into the . 
Plowfhare, or the Spear ot juſt War into 
the pruning Hook? Doth it prohibit Self. 
defence, and deſtroy the Claims of Right 
of any Bodies of People, or particular 
Perſons, when they become Chriſtians? 
WE have indeed ſeen ſome Men fo 
abſurd-; but this has been the odd Turn of 
their own Brain, and can never be prov'd 
againſt the Chriſtian Inſtitution. It had 
then been a juſt Exclamation againſt the 
Apoſtles, + The Men, who have turn d the 
World apſide down, are come hither alſo, 
Bur the Matter is far otherwiſe. 
Chriſt truly gave himſelf” for us, but he 
never gave up Men to Confuſion and 
Anarchy, nor the natural Rights, and Li- 
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Government, tis declar'd by the F 
* War A ſhall be alles 
and reprove with Equity. for the Meck of the 
mite the Earth with the 
Lec ol s Mout Os. Breath of his | 
ſlay the Wicked, 5 
N and Aurhority of 
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Dov 
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ns are Nee to pray, 4 and 
Thanks for Rings, and all in Authority 
urpoſes, 
that they may uſe the Means in their Hands, 
that me may lead quiet and peaceable Lives, * 
in all Godlineſs, Honeſty, and this is good, 
and accep table in the Sight e ar nn. ny | 
oy of God pod ag ; 
ror to evil Works, 75 is 4 er of 
that Euil· doers may be afraid fince he Z 
beereth not the Sword in vain, bat is a Re. 
venger to e Wrath * him 18 doth 7 


| Evil. 
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TH Words of ri are as pertinent 
tovtallicoivif 80 0 1s, and every 
Member of them, as they were to the 
Jews about che divine *Conſtitations that 
. her Jam came 

% Lam, and ie Prophets I 
po. come t by, bur to fulfl. One f 
his rious Titles is our Law-giver,” and 

Laws without' Penalties word be Lame 
and Deſective. That he that doth EVI 
ſhou d ſuffer Evil, that pain ſhou'd follow = 
Trangreſſton, + and the” Serpent bite hi 
that breaketh the Hedge,” or Boundaries 
good Laws; is but a reaſo.-1ble * Expect 
ation. Tis che Apoſtles Declaration, 
That — whey doth" Wrong, "ſhall ſuffer for rhe 5 
HMrong which he hath done, and 'there is mg Res 
Melt Ri 
e the Commandments given by Chrift 
and his is Apoſtles, have the moſt erteilt 
Tendeney to the Proſperiry of all civil 

So ers TYEs, ſo the Threitenings fre. 
quently denounc'd in the Goſpel, on the 

Chiang of them, are an Authority for 
all thoſe 'Penalties equal to the Crimes 
committed under thoſe Settlements, which 
have a Foundation of Right and Tendency 
to the Tranquility and Welfare of the 
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by ſubjecting themſelves to Fenalities pro. 
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$ 0/c18T-y- A Right of Puniſhment 
ariſes from the Sence and Will of chose 
who, conſociate for the common Beneſt, 
whereby they engage to mutual Help and 
ace; and tye the Knot of Uaion double, 


tioned to their Neglect, Tran; — 
| ET the Conſequences thereof rake: 8o : 
SAE TY: And the Application and In- 
theſe, is as much ths Concern of 
every Member, under the Direction of the 
Law, as the publick Good; in the Security, 
or Danger, of which, every Member mult | 
EY Lay of' Myc, whith appats 
+ H E W fy W a 
to have been a Pattern both — *. and 
_  Rowans, tho they — Contempt on 
the Jens, through * 4 of Pride and 
Envy, and 2 Laws of Mo: 
without * Reaſons of them; 
this Law, I ſay, beſides the ſpiritual De: 
ds of inward Reverence to God, andLove 
to their Neighbour, and the man Promiſes 
and Bleſſings annex d to it by him who 
ſearch'd their: Hearts, and could puniſh 
Diſobedience in another World; "ud the 
needful Coercion of many: penal Statutes, 
that the Fear of Suffering might ſtrengthen 
the Fences of Virtue, and keep Men from 
Vice, and its Effects; and the Obligations of 
this Law, togivel Evidence in order toconvict 
the Criminals, and bong them to-Puniſh- 
meat, 


Mes, - 
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3 (ere 5 
ment, is notorious beyond the Need of Ex- 
amples. COUT n 16, 04%. 
Now tho? that divine Law a 
Peculiars, that cou d not befit another Peo—-— 
ple, yer wie the Reaſons of Things are 
ma to all 8 07125, there it 
becomes an Authority, and Abects end 
juſtifies a Conformity of our Actions, in 
the Diſcovery and Puniſhment of choſe vi. 
cious PraQtices, which Wed DIRE and | 
| Miſchief. 8 : 
TRA US Seen 0 be 0 0 
of Confuſion, but of Peace, and to Father 
and Favour every juſt Settlement of 'Men, 
and owns all righteous Governours, as 
Sons of God in an eminent Senſe, and 
obligeth their Subjects to promote the Ex- , 
ecution of their juſt and wholeſome Laws: 
80 that there is no Want of Authority to 
call Men out to a reaſonable Proſecution 
oß thoſe who violate them, to fuppreſs 
Vice of every Rind, to prevent the Ruin, 
and advance the Proſperity of N 8 o. 
Ex 8'T'y, or Nation. = | 
TRR is yet one Thing more to be 
expected in this Cafe, and that is a cloſe 
Attention to the great Ends of ſuch Con- 
ſtitutions. It muſt be conſiderd, thar the 
Ends muſt direct the Settlements, the 
Judges themſelves and all that act under 
them; they are all to be juſtify d, or diſ- 
allow'd 7 theſe, they are all limited and 

D 2 tyed 


ted up by the juſt Endsof:theinARings; 
. and. eſpecially in the inflicting of Penal- 
ties, it muſt be peculiarly the Conſtitu- 


apprehended, that muſt be Ts in eve- 
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tion that muſt be regarded... 
Ir muſt he the Benefit of the Publick, 
tis not the Hurt and Suffering, the Di 
ace, or Diſtreſs and Deſtruction of the 
Criminal; not the Indignation, or any 
Paſſion of the Judge, or the Injur' d, or 
the Proſecutor, that muſt be ſought and 
intended; only the Suppreſſing of Wicked- 
neſs, and the Inclinations tot, which are 


ry Execution. Theſe are the Ends of all 
divine Judgments, the taking away Sin: 
2 are all _ | e 10 the Intent 
we 3 after Things as : 
As to Offenders; themſelves, tis their 
Correction, their Reformation, as well as 
to ſtop Contagion; tis their real Good, 
even the extreme Penalty Death itſelf, is 
not only neceſſary for the publick Safety, 
but the Intereſt of the harden'd and in- 
corrigible Sinner, whoſe preſumptuous 
Crimes, make it better that he had never 
been born; and therefoee that ſuch a 
Bound ſhou'd be ſet to his miſchievous 
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than. to let it reudetthim | 
guilty and execrable. The Preſerva- 


tion of the Innocent and Virtuous, and 


the Seeurity of their Rights may oſten 
this; 032613 if. 70 31 5 uf 

AN x other Ends contrary to, and 
2 from theſe, vou d unkallow: the 
Courſe; of Juſtice, and; make the -Profe- 
cutor as guilty and criminal as the accuſed. 


demand 


Conſtitutions are ſacred and tender Things, 


- and muſt be ſettled with the exacteſt Reaſon | 
and Deliberation, and are not form'd to 
gratify the Paſſions of ehrt Ow | 


the Goad af:the Whole. -- 


$7 No 


95 1 } aig 
wy 340 T * E Rule thus ſertled, 4 hs 
Conſtitution - fd, the third Particular 


f takes Place, viz. 


„TRAA this * and Couſtituti- 


on muſt be sion obſerv d, and Sith 


full follow'd. 


ALL. Perſons i in the Station and; Rank 


in which they are placed, - muſt regard i 
and no Member of the a 8 


excus d, or unconcern'd.; none can ſay that 


they have nothing to do in it, or ſay to 
othery, what is that to you? The Excepti- 
on form'd on this Quæry, turns to a full 
Vindication of every Member of our 8 o- 


SIETIES for Reformation; 


and 


the 


Judgment will lie heavy on all that neg- 


left * D in ſuch a. Service. This is 


re 
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Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God, a 


tand the 


CY 


their clear Call to what — 
and to go on * in their Werle; 
ſtand Clear of Ambition, Co | 
Kaen Pique, and bal humour They 
ve lift up their Ras to God, and re- 
mounced the hidden Things of Diſtuodlty, 


Their Rules approve themſblves to. 


are endeayouring to keep their Hearts 
2 * og —.— to them. 2 
: 35 as there is not , 
poop juſt Man that 12 they 
Reproof and Correction of every 
Member of their 8 0 0 1E I v, and ef the 
Oracles of the Law, if in any Thing they 
offend againſt the Laws of the Land; they 
have'been again and again cad upon by 
royal Proclamations, - by Acts of -Parlin- 
ment, by the Suffreges of upright Judges, 
Pious Biſhops, and vigilant Magiſtrates of | 
the Peace ; and can truſt that ic is of God, 
eue God, in Love to all Mankind, and 
reicularly to their dear Country, for the 
reſervation of its Liberties, tho retrieving 
its Honour, the Proſperity of its Trade, 
and the Good of Poſteriry, that they thus 
aſſociate. Can you ehen believe chat = / 
Have but little Kncouragement? ' 
join themſelves to them? That few 5. 
Aer the Ex of ſuch an Undertakni 
On you believe that any in Avuthori 
W „ thoſe that _ __ 


1 
Who made me a Judge, on 6 Diuidder ver 3e 
- That are tod proud oß their Paſts to quit 
them, and too inſenſihle of their Duty 60 
3 eee iffe· 
rent, or | oppoſit mire: to £ 2 brave 
Atterapts ? L muſt on theſe Things are 
ſtrange indeed; and I wiſn they were! ine | 
„ : ooiaitlt foo; i 222080 
Tos the Glory of God and the immor- 
tal Honour of; an illuſtrious King, and his 
wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration, the Law has 
its free Courſe, the Truths of Religion, their 
free Publication, religious Aſſemblies, and 
reforming 8 0 CATI AS meet without 
Diſturbance, and are not charg d with Ri · 
ot and Breach of the Peace; hut it muſt be 
2 deep Lamentation, that many are meer 
SpeQators of ſuch an Undertaking, and in 
no Pain about its Succeſs, or Miſcarriage, 
as if there were no Contagion in bad Ex» 
amples, no Provocation to God in open Vice 
and Prophaneneſs, no tremendous Threaten- 
ings on Record in the Word of Gad. againſt 
corrupt and ſinful Nations; as if the De · 
luge of the old World, the Aſhes of Sodom 
and Gomorah, the. Plagues of Egypt, and 
the Extirpation of the ſeven devoted and 
accurſed Nations, and all the Sufferings 
- and Servitude of the corrupted Iraelites, 

7 the long Captivity of the Jews, and the 
utter Deſolation of Jeraſalem, and Diſper- 
Gon of the Jews, all declar d by many Pro- 


phets 


"twy- 


phets to be for the Corr m 
ralities'that are found among us at a great 
Height, with an increaſing Flood of the moſt 
unnatural ' Abominations, as if all cheſe 
were. Fiction and — : They are Eating 
Drinkins, Marrying" and \ pivin ng in MA 5 
and put the evil Bay, and Pfaineſt Co 
quences far from tlbem. 
EVENT Viſion and Warning is for a 
long Time to come, and ever Attempt 
for Reformation too ſoon, or too much! 
None tremble at the Werd of _ nor 
fear his Judgments; nor ſtir up themſelves 
to lay hold on God, or be zealous ſorihis Ho. 
nur, or that of Their Country: Where 
is tlie Phineas, the Exra, the Næhemial the 
Elijah ? If God's Jealouſy for us had been 
meèaſur d by our Zeal for God) and Refor- 
mation, we had not now enjoy'd thoſe Laws 
that call us to this Work; nor thoſe Liber. 
ties that give us an Opportunity for i. 

- NEVERTHELESS the Neglects of ſome = 
do not leſſen the Obligations on others, to at- 
tend to their Duty; Fo nce it appears, ö 
authorized by God, by all right Reaſon, 
and by the Laws of — Country; ou' muſt | 
at according to the Stations in which you 
are fixed. The Tendencies of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs to common Ruin, and the 

py Influences of Sobriety and Righteoufnels 
to national Proſperity and Peace, lay a Ne- 
ceſfiry upon all to act as they have Gopari- 
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